Freight Bates
1927-28, the percentage of this to the total acreage in
India was about 72, while in 1931-32 it came down to
62 per cent. It is also noticeable that since 1926 there
has been a continuous increase in acreage till 1930-31,
with the solitary exception of 1929-30 when there was a
slight fall over the previous year's figure; and subsequent
to 1930 there was a fall in the succeeding year only to be
followed by a sharp rise in the next two years and a steep
fall in 1934-35 and 1935-36. The yield has been lowest
in the year 1934-35, and the figure for 1935-36 very nearly
approaches that for 1931-32. In 1936-37, however, there
has been a great increase both in acreage and in yield,
the respective figures being 3,427,000 and 1,652,000.
Of the total crop grown in India, a vast part of it finds
its way to the ports for shipment to foreign countries, so
that India holds the first place in the international trade
of that commodity. The following figures give both the
volume and value of the exports of groundnuts. The
figures are in thousands of tons and rupees.
Quantity   (in         Value (in
Years.                   thousands            thousands
of tons),            of rupees) *
Pre-war average        ..          212 f                  3,52,57
War average             ..          119 *                  1,91,17
Post-war -average       ..          195                    5,61,97
1935-36                      ,.          413                    6,65,10
1936-37                      ..          739                  12,28,57
Taking quantity, we find that the war and post-war
averages are considerably below the pre-war average.
That is the natural result of the serious dislocation of
agriculture and industry engendered by the world cata-
clysm. In 1935-36, there was a doubling of the pre-war
average and in 1936-37, there was an increase of nearly
79% over the previous year; and when it is compared
with the pre-war average, the increase is nearly 250 per
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